

Essay 1: Narrative 
ENGL 111 (Professor Campbell)

Objective: Write a 600 – 800 word memoir telling about a time you learned an important lesson. This paper should tell the story of the event and end with the lesson that you learned.

Due Date:
Workshop and Final Draft: Check Syllabus Calendar

Process:
Audience: For this essay, you will be writing to someone younger than you, someone who may even look up to you (sibling, cousin, other family member, friend, it’s your choice). In some ways, you could look at this as a bit of a cautionary tale. Think about your audience and what it is that they might be interested to hear in a story about your life. Also keep your purpose in mind as you make your way through this essay.

Process:
Be sure to include these key features:

· A strong lesson or central idea that you believe a younger person needs to hear. It could be inspirational, cautionary, or somewhere in-between.
· Strong sensory details
· An event that still resonates with you today. Something important and memorable.

Your introduction should be a brief set-up of what you’re about to tell us. It should include a clear statement that tells us what this story is about (the lesson or central idea).

[bookmark: _GoBack]Once you have a general narrative statement down, tell your story. You can be funny. You can be serious. You can be satirical. Be sure of two things:
· Include strong sensory details in your writing. Do you remember what smells were around you? What sort of sounds did you hear? Any poignant images you remember?
· Keep your audience in mind. How can this story apply to them? What are some details that they might be interested in? How can you make your lesson applicable to their lives?

Your conclusion should sum up the experience and tell why it was important. 

Format:
This paper (and all the others after it) should conform to MLA standards. It should be double-spaced with 1” margins all around, and include a standard MLA header.


Notes:
For this paper and each paper after this, we will be doing peer-review workshops. I’ll give you more information the closer we get to it, but be prepared. Your rough draft should be finished on the date of the workshop. 

I look forward to reading these! 



